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The message

| never teach my pupills; | only attempt to
provide the conditions in which they can
learn.

- Albert Einstein




The Project: Time for SCL

April 2010: Literature Review and Survey;
July 2010: Train the trainers;

Sept 2010: Toolkit;

Oct 2010: Stakeholders Conference
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Open questions:

What does it meane

Is SCL a practisable concepte

What does SCL have to do with Europe?




Overview

o The Project

1. Defining Student-centred Learning
2. SCL and the Capability Approach
3. Which capabilities are relevant?

o Conclusion




1. Defining sCL




Defining SCL (1)

o Is anyone against SCLe
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Defining SCL (1)

o Is anyone against SCLe
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o Three main discourses:
1. Market initiatives (vouchers);
2. State intervention (student welfare);
3. Elitist nostalgia (selective class size).




It has something to do with...

- Buzz groups (short - Independent projects
discussion in twos) - Peer mentoring of other
- Use of tutorial groups students
- Rounds (giving turns to - Team work
individual students to talk) - Debates
- Quizzes - Computer-assisted

- Student presentations learning




Defining SCL (2)

Student-Centred Learning represents both a
mindset and a culfure within a given higher
education instifution and is a learning
approach which is broadly related to, and
supported by, constructivist theories of
learning (ESU & El, 2010b, p. 5).




Defining SCL (3)

o A view of SCL as a mindset and a culture
implies viewing teaching and learning as
posifive freedoms (Berlin, 2002):

o To participate
o To develop
o To crificise

o To argue
o To publish




2. The Capabillity-Approach




The Policy Problematic

o SCL is anissue at European, national and,
most importantly, at institutional level,

o The MLG problematic applies: are policies
coordinated?

o Looking for coordination problems in the
classroom:

1. Do teachers and students have substantial
opportunities to teach and learn?

2. Do general policies differentiate?




What is a capabillitye

o ‘Capabilities are actions one values doing
or approaches to living one's values
(Unterhalter 2003)’

o Materialised in the human development
index;

o Equity in education/Gender equality;
o Special needs education.




Assessing Capabillities
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Do students and teachers
have time for learninge

o Workload of feachers is divided between
research, administration and teaching

o In the UK, teachers in post-1992 now spend
26% of their time teaching, whereas that was
62% in 1992 (Locke 1992)
o Students’ time-budgets are increasingly
constrained by work and family (Orr et al.,
2011)




3. Relevant Capabilities




Capabillity-Sets for Students

Flexible Curricula

Diversity in Assessment Methods

Student support services
E-learning

Information

Time

Being able to choose different l
modules and subjects.

Being able to choose
assessment methods for a
certain module.

Being able to focus on studying,
without administrative concerns.
Being able to choose a different
learning style.

Being able to differentiate
between study programmes
and to identify what is relevant.
Choosing how to invest time in
different ways of studying.




Capabillity-Sets for Staft

Working conditions Being able to concentrate, to B l
focus on the task at hand.
Career sfructures Finding recognition and

professional pride for
achievement.

’ Being able to develop oneself

professionally as a teacher

Pedagogical support Being able to choose between
different pedagogical styles.

Professional Development Being able to acquire new skills
and knowledge.

Governance/ Being able to work in a

Administration supportive environment in which

one is trusted.




Assessing Capabillities

o Capabilities:
o say more about learning than a focus on
resources or functionings (outcomes) alone;

o form a connection between the policy
instruments, and the actual experiences of
people in the classroom;

o Can be assessed with varying
methodologies (quantitative, qualitative,
etnographic, etc.).




Message to Stakeholders

o Provide Support (moral, financial, etc.)
o Developing concrete policy ideas

o Taking stock

o Testing or piloting a new approach




Conclusion (1)

o The project resulted in a number of questions
on policy and methodology;

o SCL, rooted in pedagogical concerns, needs
a policy-approach based on freedom;

o In this way, SCL can be a practisable
concept;

o In policy discussions, a better understanding is
needed of the challenges faced by
Individuals in the classroom.




Conclusion (2)

o Capability-approach emphasizes that
stfudent learning is not a utilitarian
concept;

o Yet, it is practisable for utilitarian goals as
well:

o Critical thinking (academic component);
o Employability (economic component);

o Democratic citizenship (democratic
component).




The raison d'éfre of libertarian education ...
lies in ifs drive towards reconciliation.
Education must begin with the solution of
the teacher-student contradiction, by
reconciling the poles of the contradiction so
that both are simultaneously teachers and
students

- Paulo Freire in ‘Pedagogy of the
Oppressed’







