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Questions

. Definition: who is a person with an
immigrant background?

. Scope: How big is this group in the overall
population and within the student body?

. What are the specific challenges of students
with an immigrant background in HE?



1. Definition: person with an
immigrant background

* Nationality? Place of birth?
* Parents’ nationality?

-> Lack of comparable data



1. Definition: (HE) student with an
immigrant background

Proposal (by DSW/HIS):

1.

2.

Non-national student with a national university entrance
qualification;

Student with a second nationality other than that of the
host country (dual citizen);

Student, who did not receive national citizenship at the
time of birth, but in the course of her/his life (naturalised
citizen);

Student with at least one parent with foreign citizenship
(national citizen with at least one non-national parent).

Source: DSW/HIS 19. Sozialerhebung, 2010



2. Scope: migrant population in
selected countries

OECD data:

* Sweden: 20 %

* Austria: 16 %

* Ireland: 8-10 %

* The Netherlands: 16 %
* Norway: 8-10 %

Source: OECD country reports: Migrant Education



2. Scope: Migrant population
Case example Germany

Number of persons with an immigrant background

(German Federal Statistical Office):

e Overall population: 19 %
* Age group 20-35 year-old: 24 %

Students with an immigrant background in HE:

* Higher education statistics (based on nationality): 2%
 DSW/HIS: 11%



3. Specific challenges of students with
an immigrant background?

Approach:

Accounting for student socio- economic
background and educational attainment level

of parents and identifying specific influence of
immigrant background.



3. Specific challenges of students
with IB?

* Socio-economic

[ " ; * Immigrant
background

background

-

Influence on key points in HE,

e.g. choice of subject



3. Specific challenges of students
with IB? Example: Mobility

* Socio-economic * Parents’ * Immigrant
background educational backeground
~ attainment level

Value, Cultural context, value *
status of foreign language _
me 7 '9 | g

Influence on Mobility




Outlook

* Research: Further empirical research and data
needed

 HEIs: Mentoring to assure access and success
of unterrepresented groups

* Policy: Education policies to reflect diversity



: g ) %

,....:.} __'_“.
LR : @ﬁc
) &

\ ’
\ ' ! !

Thank you for your kind attention.



