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The paper...

« Written together with Bernd Wéachter, ACA Director

« Based on the study “Mapping mobility in European higher
education”

* International project team:

— Ulrich Teichler (INCHER)
— DAAD

— CampusFrance

— HIS

« Study to be available soon on DG EAC website and to be published
by DAAD
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Structure of the paper/presentation
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2. Foreign students and study abroad students (degree mobility)
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3. Credit mobility
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3.2 Participation in ERASMUS
3.3 ERASMUS and intra-European degree mobility
3.4 Other data sources
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1. Introduction — definitions & parameters

« Coverage: Europe 32 area (EU-27, EFTA-4, Turkey)
« Degree mobility and (limited) credit mobility

« Foreign and study abroad students (nationality)
VS.
 Incoming and outgoing students (country of prior education/residence)

« Data for ISCED 5A, 5B, 6 combined (UOE data collection)

« Reference year 2006/07 (latest year with a clean and comparable
dataset)

ACA

ACADEMIC
COOPERATION
ASSOCIATION FOHE-BPRC conference, 17-19 October 2011, Bucharest



Foreign students and study abroad students (degree mobility)
2.1 Foreign students —the macro picture
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2.1 Foreign students — individual Europe 32 countries

Share of foreign students of all students in selected
Europe 32 countries (2006/07)
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2.1 Foreign students - nationalities
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2.1 Foreign students
 Subject areas: similar enrolment patterns to those of all
students, with few country exceptions

* Incoming student numbers — 24 countries - smaller by a
guarter than foreign student numbers, but similar patterns
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2.2 Study abroad students — the macro picture

Study abroad ratio of Europe 32
nationals
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2.2 Study abroad students — individual countries

« Variation (2006/07)
— Absolute numbers: Germany (88 000) — Liechtenstein (747)
— Relative terms: Cyprus (ratio 1.379) — UK (ratio 0.012)

— Largest relative increases in Central and Eastern Europe

« Qutgoing students — 16% fewer than study abroad students
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2.2 Study abroad students — destinations
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2.3 Comparison: foreign students vs. study abroad
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2.3 Comparison: foreign students vs. study abroad

In-out ratios

* ‘Net importer’ countries: UK (19.7), Belgium (4.6), Switzerland
(4.2), France (4.0), Austria (3.4)

« ‘Balanced’ countries: Finland (1.0), Norway (1.1), Portugal (1.1)

* ‘Net exporter’ countries: Slovakia (0.1), Lithuania (0.2), Iceland
(0.2)
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3. Credit mobility

« No database similar to UOE for credit mobility

* Most comprehensive data collection at the European level.
ERASMUS Programme

3.1 ERASMUS mobility flows

« Growth: 97 591 (1998/99) — 198 568 (2008/09) (104%)
« Many factors contributed to this trend

« Main destination and sending countries: Spain, France,
Germany

« Just 3 countries with really ‘balanced’ mobility flows: Austria
(100:100), Belgium (104:100) and Estonia (106:100)

ACA

ACADEMIC
COOPERATION
ASSOCIATION FOHE-BPRC conference, 17-19 October 2011, Bucharest



3.

3.2
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Credit mobility

Participation in ERASMUS

On average, 1% of the total student population in Europe 32 annually
takes part in the programme (i.e. approx. 4% of students in
programmes with an average duration of 4 years)

ERASMUS and intra-European degree mobility

Important role in supporting European student mobility (1/5 of
outflows, and 1/10 of inflows)

Country level differentiation

Other data sources

EUROSTUDENT III: between 6% (Norway) and 62% (Switzerland) of
mobile students had been abroad with ERASMUS

National level graduate surveys: higher shares of students with a
study abroad experience, but different methodologies — comparative
analysis impossible
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4. Mobility developments, data collection and the
Bologna Process

« Data do not support the negative scenario on the impact of
the Bologna Process, but...

« None of the existing sources can measure progress towards
the Leuven mobility benchmark (20% of graduates by 2020)

* Discussions on the Bologna mobility indicator — worrying
aspects:

— Lumping together degree and credit mobility
— Minimum duration of credit mobility: 1 ECTS
— Degree mobility outside EHEA not counted towards the target

« Disconnect between EHEA and EU targets — strange
behaviour of national governments
ACA
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5. Concluding remarks

« Positive trend, despite continued limitations of data
collections

« Significant variety at country level — consequences for
policy-making

* Need for evidence-based policy making
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Thank you for your attention!

Irina.ferencz@aca-secretariat.be
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