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Characteristics of the New 
Massification Wave 

• Students coming from disadvantaged, low 
income families and consequently likely to be 
less prepared for higher education. 

• Likely to be more interested in immediate 
employability 

• Likely to be more interested in: education- 
work-education  



Can the New Massification Wave be 
handled by Universities? 

• Preserve the unitary structure of HE and push 
universities to further differentiate, diversify 

• Push Bologna process to be more equitable 
(affirmative actions) 

    or 
• Allow, support other tertiary education 

institutions (colleges/ non-university, tertiary 
short cycle institutions); assure articulation and 
transparency 

• Initiate the European Tertiary Education Area 
alongside EHEA or including EHEA  
 



N.V. Varghese, Vitus Puttmann (2011) Trends in 
diversification of post-secondary education (IIEP 
UNESCO): a substantial share of tertiary 
education is already now provided outside 
universities 



The New Massification Wave in 
Romania 

• Education Law: by 2020 compulsory upper 
secondary education 

• 43% of population living in rural areas 

• 23% living in relative poverty (2008)  

• less than 5 percent of the poorest quintile of 
Romania’s youth (25-29 year olds in 2009) 
holds a tertiary degree (compared to more 
than 50 percent of the richest quintile). 



Response to Previous Participation 
Pressure 

• In 2008, 39% of total enrollments in Romania 
were in private universities. 

• In 2010, 41% of all students in private 
universities enrolled in part-time (35%) or 
distance-learning (6%) programs.  

• The proportion of students in non-traditional 
(part-time/evening/distance-learning) 
program in public universities was 17%. 



Massification without Diversification: a 
Recipe for Disaster 

 



Structure of the Romanian Education 
System 

 

(i) Pre-university education: preschool, 
primary, secondary, post-lycee; and  

(ii) Higher education: bachelor, master and PhD. 

 



Romanian Education Law 2011 

 

Higher education is organized in universities, 
academies of studies, institutes, schools of 
advanced studies and other similar ones named, 
from now on higher education institutions or 
universities.  

 

 



Romanian Education by Levels 

ÎNVĂŢĂMÂNTUL PE NIVELURI DE EDUCAŢIE  
TOTAL  2003/2004  2004/2005  2005/2006  2006/2007  2007/2008  2008/2009  
Unităţi  18012  14396  11865  8484  8230  8221  
Învăţământ preşcolar  7616  5687  3769  1720  1731  1718  
Învăţământ primar şi gimnazial  8714  7023  6411  5045  4737  4727  
Învăţământ liceal  1397  1413  1410  1421  1426  1444  
Învăţământ profesional şi de ucenici 
(unitati independente)  

79  77  90  115  147  147  

Învăţământ postliceal şi de maiştri 
(unitati independente)  

84  79  78  79  83  79  

Învăţământ superior  122  117  107  104  106  106  
Populaţia şcolară  4472493  4403880  4360831  4345581  4404581  4324992  
Copii în grădiniţe  636709  644911  648338  648862  650324  652855  
Elevi - total  3214999  3108634  2996029  2911213  2846904  2781039  
Elevi înscrişi în clase l-VIII  2122226  1996604  1900561  1842208  1789693  1752335  
Elevi înscrişi în licee  758917  773843  767439  780925  791348  784361  
Elevi înscrişi în şcoli profesionale  279124  289494  284412  250383  220335  189254  
Elevi înscrişi în şcoli postliceale şi de 
maiştri  

54732  48693  43617  37697  45528  55089  

Studenţi - total  620785  650335  716464  785506  907353  891098  
din total: studenţi străini care studiază 
în România  

9006  8935  9944  10396  11095  11887  

Personal didactic  281272  285861  281034  277318  276849  275426  
Învăţământ preşcolar  34585  35288  35755  36555  37348  38253  
Învăţământ primar şi gimnazial  150510  150168  144489  141601  138972  138560  
Învăţământ liceal  58925  62192  61914  62048  61620  60647  
Învăţământ profesional şi de ucenici  5782  6290  6234  5643  5939  5129  
Învăţământ postliceal şi de maiştri  1333  1066  1099  888  1006  864  
Învăţământ superior  30137  30857  31543  30583  31964  31973  


