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The demographic trends and student populations



Falling student populations
(but not a reversal of massification)

Cohort size reductions can explain the bulk of student population 
reduction, especially for Poland and Russia.



The decline of private, part-time, fee-
paying education
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• Policy response -> thinking in arithmetic or geometric progression?

• Public funding -> more bang for the buck or cue to save money?

• Staff recruitment -> higher selectivity or job freezes/poor working 
conditions?

• Student enrolment -> more inclusive or less strict?

• System structure -> optimization or lower economies of scale?

• Demographic change -> background factor or key transformative 
challenge?
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