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The paper will present and discuss intermediate results of the project “Tracking Learners’ and 

Graduates Progression Paths” (TRACKIT!). TRACKIT! examines comparatively how the progression 

paths of students during studies and of graduates towards further education or the labour market are 

tracked in European higher education systems.  

A number of developments in European higher education have led to an increased demand for reliable 

data on the progression of students and graduates. To just name a few: (1) the introduction of the 

Bologna architecture poses the question of how these changes affect studying, e.g. in terms of time used, 

success, mobility, the participation of different social groups or progression to other parts of the three-

cycle-structure. (2) The concept of the knowledge-based economy gives higher education a key role in the 

production of wealth and has called attention to the employability of graduates and the fit between the 

qualifications offered and labour market demands. (3) Higher education institutions have been granted 

more self-regulatory powers, adding to their need for information to effectively execute these powers. At 

the same time they are increasingly asked to give a clear account of their performance.  

Thus tracking of students and graduates is of increased importance to both, higher education 

institutions as well as governments. Procedures for assessing progress and success of students during 

study, towards employment or further qualification help to understand the impact of study 

programmes, their relevance for the labour market, and thus to generate the necessary information 

for systematic improvement of courses, support services or higher education policies.  

In its first phase, the project explores the tracking measures in place in European countries by use of 

expert interviews. European countries vary considerably in the existence and use of tracking 

instruments. Some countries have established centrally organised tracking systems encompassing 

the complete (higher) education sector. Other countries show a more fragmented picture with few 

tracking instruments at national level and various initiatives of individual higher education 

institutions. Some countries have no systematic tracking while others are currently building an 

elaborated tracking architecture.  

The paper tries to map the state of play of tracking in European countries. It will ask which methods 

and types of tracking procedures are used and discuss the different motivations to establish tracking 

procedures and the uses made of tracking data.  


