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Abstract 

The first decade of the 21st century brought many radical changes to the higher education sector and 

made knowledge and skills the no. 1 competitive factor (Weerman p. 9). In Europe that has been 

translated into the creation of a Europe of Knowledge through on the one hand massification and on 

other hand the modernisation agenda and the Bologna Process. The global competition for knowledge is 

fierce and has been accelerated by the economic crisis, changing demography and the need for new 

skills thus changing the face of the European higher education landscape: the European Higher 

Education Area (EHEA). 

 

This article will give an overview of how European universities have embraced the challenges of the 

European Higher Education Area in implementing the Bologna architecture, the Bologna tools and 

reaching new audiences and are based on five papers presented at the Future of Higher Education 

Bologna Researchers Conference in Bucharest 17 – 19 October 2011. The overview will create a 

conceptual framework for the important interrelationship between teaching and learning and the 

challenges for European universities to educate and transform European citizens for the 21st Century by 

providing lifelong access to learning. 

 

 What does student-centred learning mean? What is the relationship between knowledge, 

teaching and learning when developing student-centred learning? 

 Has the past decade of higher education reform changed the curricula of higher education 

degrees and made the students more employable?  

 Are European higher education institutions rising to the challenges of the knowledge society by 

being inclusive and responsive?  

 How can flexible educational structures support the competitiveness of the European higher 

education area?  

 Tracking the changes introduced by the Bologna architecture.  

The article will discuss if the Bologna Process has created/proposed the right architecture to 

effectively develop a competitive and flexible European Higher Education Area that addresses the 

challenges of lifelong learning and takes into account global challenges and thus transforming 

Europe into a knowledge society build on social and physical mobility and education?  

 

 


